FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAb  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Area — 49,502  acres. 

Population — (estimated  to  1894)  13,895. 
Geology — 

Occupation — Agricultural  and  Mining. 
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The  Birth-rate  is  considerably  below  the  average  of  past  years. 

Total  Deaths — 178,  of  these 

23  died  under  i year  of  age. 
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The  Death-rate  is  again  lower  than  last  year,  for  which  we  probably  have  to 
thank  the  wonderful  falling  off  in  Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  past  year. 

The  Causes  of  Death  were  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 

I death. 

Phthisis 
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Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.. 
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Whooping  Cough... 
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Heart  Disease 
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Rheumatic  Fever... 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified. — 49  (as  compared  with  2 1 1 last  year)  as  follows  : — 

Small  Pox  . ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  - . . . 8 

Diphtheria  . ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  . ...  2 

Erysipelas  - - - - 34 

Continued  F'ever  - - - - i 

The  two  cases  of  Small  Pox  occurred  in  one  family  at  Leigh-on- Mendip. 
They  were  isolated  in  the  house  in  which  they  occurred,  and  the  precautions  taken 
proved  sufficient  to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  wonderfully  scarce  during  the  year,  only  eight  cases 
having  been  notified  as  against  154  last  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  have  each  occurred  twice,  one  case  of  the 
former  proving  fatal. 


Measles  has  been  fairly  prevalent  during  the  Summer,  and  is  responsible  for 
six  deaths. 

In  consequence  of  Measles,  Schools  were  ordered  to  be  closed  at  ,Witham 
Friary,  Norton-St.-Philip,  and  Road. 

Numerous  samples  of  Water  have  been  submitted  for  examination  and 
reported  on  during  the  year,  and,  where  necessary,  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
defects. 


Water  Supply. — Rodden. — The  Water  Supply  to  this  parish  has  been  completed. 

Wanstrow. — The  supply  to  this  Village  has  been  much  improved  by  the 
construction  of  a large  storage  tank  at  the  spring-head. 

CoLEFORD. — The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Coleford  and  Highbury  is  nearly 
completed. 

Sewerage. — Beckington. — Considerable  and  much-needed  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  in  Beckington,  which  I trust  will  prove  efficient. 

Nunnev. — The  Sewage  treatment  at  the  tanks  now  appears  to  work  satis- 
factorily, and  no  further  complaint  has  been  heard. 

Infectious  Hospital. — There  is  none  in  the  district. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hfotif  cation  Act  has  been  in  operation  since  March,  1890,  and 
is  most  useful  in  calling  early  attention  to  Infectious  cases,  few  of  which  now 
escape  notice. 

Disinfecting  Machine,  there  is  none.  Disinfectants  are  supplied,  and  fumigation 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  &c.,  have  been  occasionally  inspected,  and,  where  necessary, 
reported  on. 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. — There  are  two,  who  both  furnish  reports. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— have  been  very  few  complaints,  and  none  of 
a serious  nature,  except  a case  of  over-crowding  at  Charlton,  which  was  dealt 
with  in  June  last.  Several  very  excellent  new  cottages  have  been  inspected 
and  sanctioned  as  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

A.  W.  DALBY, 


Frome,  fanuary  ^oth,  1895. 


L.R.C.T.,  L.R.C.P.,  Ed., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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